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SOCIETY FOR SOCIAL WORK AND RESEARCH 

MEMBER VOTES ON GOVERNANCE DOCUMENTS 

The Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) Board of Directors, with legal counsel, has 
completed a comprehensive review of SSWR’s governing documents, the Certificate of 
Incorporation and the Bylaws. So that our governance documents comply with current legal 
requirements, the SSWR Board of Directors, voted to submit two important amendments to the 
SSWR voting membership. 

     THE PROCESS 

The Membership is asked to approve the amendments to the Certificate of Incorporation and the 
Bylaws.  The amendments to the Certificate of Incorporation must be approved first, then the 
amendments to the Bylaws may be approved. We’ll need your proxy votes to ensure that a 
quorum is reached.  

After your proxy votes have been received, a Special Meeting of the Members of SSWR will be 
held.  Here’s the notice of the special meeting. 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF  
THE MEMBERS  

OF  
SOCIETY FOR SOCIAL WORK AND RESEARCH, INC. 

 
To the Members of Society for Social Work and Research, Inc.: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that a special meeting of the members of Society for Social Work and 
Research, Inc. will be held at 11240 Waples Mill Road, Suite 200, Fairfax, Virginia, on the 12 day 
of November, 2019, at 12 pm Eastern Time. This meeting is called at the direction of the Board of 
Directors for the purpose of voting on proposed amendments to the Society’s governing 
documents.  The first vote shall be on proposed amendments of the Society’s certificate of 
incorporation with respect to (i) the distribution of assets in the event of dissolution of the 
corporation and (ii) the permissible methods of voting by the members.  If those proposed 
amendments pass, the Society will also vote on amendments to the Bylaws to implement these 
changes and other amendments to the Bylaws.  A copy of the proposed amendments to the 
Certificate of Incorporation, the proposed amended Bylaws, and a comparison showing the 
proposed changes to the Bylaws, are available upon request to Jennifer Lewis at lewis@sswr.org 
or at https://secure.sswr.org/about‐sswr/2019governance/.  

By order of the Board of Directors. 

Dated: October 15, 2019 

Ruth E. Dunkle 
President 
 

Certificate of Incorporation – Please see Exhibit A (see page 3 of this PDF file.) 
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The Society for Social Work and Research, Inc. is incorporated in New York State and adheres 
to the legal requirements of a charitable non-for-profit corporation. The first vote shall be on 
proposed amendments of the Society’s certificate of incorporation with respect to (i) the 
distribution of assets in the event of dissolution of the corporation and (ii) the permissible 
methods of voting by the members.   

When SSWR was founded, it was stipulated in the Certificate of Incorporation that if the 
corporation were dissolved, any remaining assets would be distributed to the National 
Association of Social Workers. The assets must be distributed to an IRS 501(c )3 not-for-profit 
organization; however, the SSWR Board of Directors is proposing the amendment to the 
Certification of Incorporation so that it has flexibility in determining how any remaining assets 
would be distributed.  

Under the current Certificate of Incorporation membership, voting is to take place at the annual 
meeting of the Membership Meeting which is held during the Annual Conference or during 
special meetings called by the SSWR Board of Directors. The amendment to the Certificate of 
Incorporation is to change the permissible methods of voting by the members to include proxy 
voting. This enables SSWR to continue to hold electronic votes through a proxy method. A 
Special Meeting of the Members will be held during which members’ proxy votes will be 
counted. Members may attend in person at SSWR’s Fairfax, VA location or by participating in a 
conference call. 

Bylaws – Please see Exhibit B (PDF file: Exhibit B Part I-proposed Bylaws and clean version 
proposed Bylaws) 

There are two parts to Exhibit B.  

Part I are the proposed revised Bylaws.  

The Membership is asked to approve amendments to the SSWR Bylaws that update descriptions 
of board leadership roles and responsibilities, committee definitions, meetings of the member to 
comply with current legal standards.  

The proposed bylaws changes are shown in Part I. All revisions are shown in red font. 
Strikethrough material is to be deleted; underlined material is to be added.  

Indicated in brackets in blue font are brief explanations of the reason for the revisions.  Many 
revisions are either for (1) consistency, i.e., proper capitalization or wording of officer, directors-
at-large responsibilities or (2) adherence to legal requirements. 

Part II is a “clean” version of the revised Bylaws. (PDF file: Exhibit B_Part II-proposed 
Bylaws and clean version proposed Bylaws, see page 17 of the PDF file.) 

A QUORUM 

To meet the quorum at least 100 members must submit their proxy vote. The SSWR Board of 
Directors, is most appreciative of your time to review the documents and cast your proxy votes. 
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jennifer Lewis, executive director, at 
lewis@sswr.org. 


